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Antoni Kuklinski

The role of ThePolonia Quo Vadis Project in the development of the

Regio Future Programme.

The Regio Future Programme is an important, inteonal contribution of the Polish
Ministry of Regional Development documented in fis@umes published in 2007, 2008 and
2009. The four international conferences of thegRmmmé have created aninyisible
collegée of participants of the Conferences and Authorghaf five volumes willing to open
their knowledge and imagination to find new applaecin the field of Regio History, Regio
Diagnosis and Regio Futurology.

The dynamics of the Regio Future Programme is suggaby the processes of the
introduction into the Programme of new trajectora&s an instrument to accelerate the
substantial and methodological development of treg@mme. The agenda Anno Domini
2009 is concentrating attention on two trajectonvelsich have emerged already in the
publications of the year 2008. We have in mind Thiple Mezzogiornd Trajectory and the
Polonia Quo Vadis Trajectory.

In this paper we will concentrate our attentionuaiw the ProjecPolonia Quo Vadi$
This project will be a new dynamic trajectory ofetfiRegio Future Programme in three
dimensions:

Primo — in the methodological dimensfon

Secunde- in the pragmatic dimension as an instrumentabihze the Polish Regions for the

creative participation in the Regio Futures Progreanin the pragmatic dimension we have
in mind also the validity of thBolonia Quo Vadis Projedbr the theoretical and institutional

domain of studies and activities related to thecepn of the territorial development of the

country ,,koncepcja przestrzennego zagospodarovkaajiai'.

! compareRegional Development Forum REDER®inistry of Regional Development,
vol.1 The Future of European Regions,

vol. 2Gordian Knots of the Zicentury

vol. 3The Future of Regions in the perspective of glabainge Part one

vol. 4 The Future of Regions in the perspective of glabahge part two

2 compare volume 3, p. 156-189

compare volume 3, p 189-247

compare volume 4

compare volume 1, p 411-485
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Tertio— in the international dimension as a challengeEiaropean and non European regions
to formulate the QuestionQuo Vadis The direct and indirect diffusion of this questis
already documented in volume 4 of the REDEFO Series

» Slovenia Quo Vadis

* Flandria Quo Vadis

* Finland Quo Vadis

* Ural Quo Vadis

This paper could be seen as an inducement to @adhe four of REDEFOThe Future
of Regions in the perspective of global changesesatudies

® compare volume 4
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Polonia Quo Vadis Project — Part one.
The methodological assumptions of the Project.
Let us consider four methodological assumptions:
I.  The art and ability to formulate holistic questions
[I.  The selection of a proper time framework of thejé&rb
[ll. Poland as a system of regions — A New Mission Tae Ministry of Regional
Development
IV. Polonia Quo Vadisas an instrument to introduce new dimensions ithéotheoretical
and institutional framework of the concept of yiterial development of the country”

(koncepcja przestrzennego zagospodarowania kraju).

l. The art and ability to formulate holistic questions

The Polonia Quo VadisProject will be developed as an logically correfagystem of
holistic questions related to the Polish experienaed prospects of the years 1990-2050.
This system will incorporate three types of quasio
Primo — diagnostic questions
Secundeg prospective questions of the near future
Tertio — prospective questions of the distant future

In both diagnostic and prospective questions, treept of “holistic questions” will be
applied. Holistic questions we defined as questwhgh are grasping the structure and the

dynamics of the object of long term transformations

So the questio@uo Vadis Poloniahas three holistic dimensions:
» an axiology dimension — Poland as an evolving sysiefundamental values
» an spiritual dimension — Poland as an evolvingesysdf culture and civilizations

* an material dimension — Poland as an evolvingipaliteconomic and social system.

Our knowledge and imagination should grasp theraateon of the axiological, spiritual
and material dimensions to create diagnostic andpactive answers of the questPolonia
Quo Vadis?

Following the inspiration of Roman Galar let us sidler three supplementary holistic

guestions related to the case of Poland:

! compare volume 1, p. 471
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Primo — the Polish route of imitation and innovation.eTease of Poland as an imitafive
country following the patterns developed in theecof Western Civilization. The Polish
contribution to the historical development of West€ivilization in this interpretation is

rather limited. How about the future?

Secundec- is Poland going somewhere, can we find a sehd@aztior? in the development

of Poland in the XXI century

Tertio — how to outline the emerging shape and qualityPofand in the experiences of
Polonia Restituta after 1989.

It is extremely difficult to outline a logically ceelated system of holistic questions in the
framework of thePolonia Quo Vadifroject. It is easy to formulate specific questiamthe
field of economy, society, education and cultureylk the final version of th@olonia Quo
Vadis Project should incorporate both holistic and spedfiestions. The holistic questions
are not only important in themselves, but also &mmework for the formulation of specific
guestions, which in turn are a source of inspiratar the holistic question3.his mechanism
of mutual inspiration of the holistic and specificestions should be incorporated in the
design and implementation of tRelonia Quo Vadisroject.

The art and ability to formulate questions is aagrproblem in the history of social

sciences. We should remember the judgment of Gurigedal'®.

* % %

The art and ability to formulate holistic questionan be tested via the excellent
contribution of Roman Galar thinking about regidos the Next Generatidh Especially
important is the presentation of the conceptudkttmtame the future:

» voluntarism — Hubris and the need for caution

» statistical phenomenology — The mild magic

* experimentation — The cultural impact ,,Black Swankhe wild aspects of the future.

* The evolutionary approach

8 compare A. Kukiiski, The dilemma Innovation versus imitatim] A. Kukli aski et alia edsTowards aNew
Creative and Innovative EuropBlowy Sicz 2007

° compare L.A. Senectgnoranti quem portus petant nullus ventus suus est

0 compare volume one, p. 471

1 compare volume 3, p. 29
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Il. The selection of a proper time framework for the Poject Polonia Quo Vadis

We know very well, that in the design of long tepmojects related to the past and the
future, we should not be overwhelmed by the intéllal and pragmatic climate of the present
day. The time of the Great Crisis of 2008-2010 neagbt a proper time for the design and
implementation of the ProjeBtolonia Quo VadisThis is however a wrong attitude. The time
of the crisis should be an inducement to develoy leerm strategic thinking related to the
interpretation of the past and the future.

We propose a time framework of 60 years for thgdetdolonia Quo VadisThese sixty
years 1990-2050 maybe seen as a sequence of 3 2ngsars. Each 20 years period will
have a cognitive and pragmatic identity.

Primo — the first diagnostic period of the years 199020
Secunde- the second period of the near future of thes/284.0-2030
Tertio— the third period of the distant future of the nge2030-2050

The diagnosis of the great transformation of Polanaf the years 1990-2010

There are innumerable studies analyzing the graasformation of Poland 1990-20%0
However in the ProjedPolonia Quo Vadisve need a new interpretation of this experience
answering the holistic question to what extend Rblaas used the unique opportunities of the
turn of the XX and XXI centuries to open a new deajn the history of Polish Civilizatidh
We must have the intellectual and moral courageuttine not only the glory of the Polish
transformation, but also the misery of this transfation™® in other words to what extent this
transformation was a passive process of adaptatioie changing European and global
environment or an active processes of creatioh@htw foundations for the development of
Poland of the XXI century. We must try also to aeswhe question to what extent the
processes of Polish transformation were innovainaeesses or only processes of imitation.
Now in historical perspective we can consider thgesgion if in the processes of
transformation there was always a strong strategitse of direction the continuous debate
Quo Vadis PoloniaThe glory and the misery of the Polish transfdramais probably the
central holistic question, formulated in the franoekvof thePolonia Quo Vadisroject.

2 compare H. Bunz, A. Kuliski, (eds) Globalization — Experiences and Prospe®EWASZ Warsaw 2001
p. 435

13 compare A. Kukiiski, What will Polish EU Membership Mean for EU and Earrope at largdin:] H. Bunz,
A. Kuklinski, op.cit.

4 Compare A. Kukiiski, Economic transformation experiences and prospecBoiand [in:] in H. Bunz,

A. Kuklinski (eds) op.cit

POMOC TECH N ICZ NA PROJEKT WSPOLFINANSOWANY ZE SRODKOW b !

i p EUROPEJSKIEGO FUNDUSZU ROZWQOJU REGIONALNEGO
NARODOWA STRATEGIA SPOJNOSCI o



This is a great challenge for social sciences,n®nar this holistic question. In these
endeavors the social sciences should be suppoytdtelCentral Statistical Office of Poland.
This Office should prepare and publish in the Ghézg and electronic version, a grand
volume ,,The statistical mirror of the Polish trmmation 1989-2009”. It is very sad that
each research project related to the Polish tramsfioon is creating its own statistical data
bank. There is no factographical common denomintiomll studies related to the Polish
transformatioff. This common denominator should be created byQGbatral Statistical
Office of Poland.

The Polonia Quo Vadis Project — The Near Future of the years 2010-2030
Polonia Quo Vadi®2010-2030 is facing three holistic challenges
Primo — the challenge to enter into the multipolar globeonomy and society of the XXI
century. In the XX century our adaptive capacitiesre related mainly to the Atlantic
Community. In the XXI century, the adaptive capasitmust take into a count the Asiatic
Powers and especially China and Iftlia
Secundo- the challenge of the rapid expansion of the SRopotential in the field of
knowledge baséd economy — the challenge to use the structural Susfdthe European
Union to create the grand spiritual and materidtastructure for the development of
knowledge based economy in Poland
Tertio — the challenge to use the egzo and endogenicineso for the grand civilizational
mission to shift Poland from the word of Europeamigheries into the word of European
core.
There are three dangers for Poland 2010-2030.
1) the first danger is to continue the paralysis af #ystem of strategic thinking in
Poland
2) the second danger is to waste a significant pattiefesources allocated to Poland by
the European Union
3) the third danger is the growing duality of the Bloleconomy, Polish society, Polish
culture and the Polish regional scene.
The metaphor of challenges and dangers is creataignate for the formulation of grand

holistic questions in the framework of tf®lonia Quo VadisProject 2010-2030. A great

15 compare the comments by K. Rigski, A. Gasior-Niemiec and J. Kofiski
16 compare A. Kukliski, K. Pawtowski (eds.), Futurology — the challesgf the XXI century, Nowy#8z 2008
" compare A. Kukiiski et alia (eds), Towards a New Creative and latige Europe, Nowy &z 2007

7
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inspiration for the design and implementation of tRroject is an excellent contribution
prepared by the Team of Strategic Advises of them&Minister of Polantf Challenges for
Poland Key chances and dangerous the perspectitie gear 2030 the first diagnosis.

In the framework ofPolonia Quo VadisProject is would be possible to compare two
visions of the Polish performance. The diagnostgon of the years 1990-2010 and the
prospective vision of the years 2010-2030. The tpess fundamental and simple: How to
envisage the chances that Poland will use the enlgstorical opportunities of the years
2010-2030 more efficiency that this was the cagbenyears 1990-2010.

Polonia Quo Vadis Project. The distant future of the years 2030-2050

The power of our knowledge and imagination to dee Yision of Poland 2050 is
extremely limited®. This is already a domain of invented future. Véigehno choice, we must
try to invent the Future of Poland.

We have important starting points for this processkthe invention of the Future of
Poland 2050. These starting points are createdhdoytiickly growing body of “knowledge”
related to the global and European future of the 2850. From this body of “knowledge” we
can derive inducements how to outline the placBaé&nd on the global and European scene
of 2050. It is highly possible that the global seeaf 2050 will be dominated by six mega
spaces — USA, European Union, China, India, Bramitl Russia. The relatively strong
position of Poland on the global scene 2050 isndireéct presents on this scene as an active
member of the Strong European Union. The dire& oblPoland on the global scene of 2050,
will be extremely limited. This is a prospectivéagt” which must be acknowledged by the
Polish political elites having a very limited corepension of the mega historical change

transforming the global scene of the XXI century.

[I. Poland as a system of regions — A New Mission for
The Ministry of Regional Development
In a dialogue with Andrzej Wierzbicki, the idea waarn, that the Ministry of Regional
Development, can enrich the scope of its missionepting the perspective, that Poland can
be seen as a system of regions. This perspectiudwoeate an unique and original position

of the Ministry in the brood stream of studies awctlvities related to the future of Poland. To

18 Zesp6t Doradcow Strategicznych Premiera ®igzwania dla Polski. Kluczowe szanse i zagmia.
Perspektywa 2030Warszawa, 22 pgaziernika 2008
19 compare A. Kukiiski, K. Pawtowski (eds.) Futurology, op.cit
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achieve this aim, the Ministry might consider tgpgort a grand methodological, empirical
and prospective project.

,»The System of Polish Regions Experiences andpBobf the years 1990-2030". The
methodological chapter of the project will outlithe general concept of a country as a system
of regions. Contrary tgrima facie expectations, this concept has very weak empirical
foundations not only in Poland, but also in thedpa&an Union. The general experience of
Europe is to concentrate attention on structurptr@gches and see the European space as a
space of regional structures.

This structural approach is creating a very weakthodpological and empirical
foundations for the analysis of different systenragfions emerging in Europe. This analysis
is possible if we have not only structural inforioatbut also nodal information presenting
the interregional flows of persons, commoditiesoinfation, capital, knowledge and
innovation. Unfortunately it is both difficult arekpensive to create information related to the
nodal system of European Regions.

We have to develop a methodology, how to generaggomal nodal information in
Europe. So the Polish project could be seen a®mrepring effort in this field. This nodal
information is necessary also for the developméatre@al cohesion policy, which should be a
policy related to the growing cohesion of the Ewap regions expressed in the growing scale
and quality of interregional flows of persons, coathties, information, capital and
innovation.

It is necessary to introduce the nodal informatido Eurostat and the Central Statistical
Office of Poland. But this is a difficult and slgwocesses, which must be started as early as
possible. The nodal information could be createdbgrge set of monographic studies. We
could for example select 100 research institutesurope to find out how the given institute
is located in the global space of knowledge.

We would probably discover that some of the Eurapi@atitutes have stronger network
of cooperation with American Institutes, than witle European institutes located inside and

outside the given country.

* % %

The second chapter of the proposed Project, caud the following title: ,, The system of
Regions in Poland. The experiences of the firstddeof the XXI century.” This would be a

grand set of monographies, analyzing the interredilows of nodal information in Poland.
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We should try to measure and analyze the flows erfsgns, commaodities, information,
capital, knowledge and innovation inside Poland also the network of cooperation of the
Polish institutions, enterprises and instituteEimope and outside Europe.

This set of well designed and well organized moapgic studies will create the first
empirical stage in the analysis of the emergingomi®f Poland as a system of regions. This
analysis of the changing nodal networks in Polaodjd create a very interesting geopolitical
information related to the nodal flows inside tlefagon Warsaw, PozinaSzczecin, Berlin,
Wroclaw. In this geopolitical analyzes we can dersome inspiration from the comparative

nodal analyzes Salzburg -Vienna and Salzburg- Munic

* % %

The third chapter of the Project maybe formulatedf@lows. The near future of the
Polish system of Regions 2010-2030. This chapteldcoutline the different scenarios of the
evolution system in the national, European andalcbntext. It is an open question if in the
perspective of the next decades, the concept oPtiish system of Regions will keep it
validity? Maybe this national system will be incorgted in the system of the European
Union in this sense, that the national scene wit be a common denominator for the
individual Polish Region. This is a strong thesistlee lost national identity of the Polish
Regions in the perspective of next decades. | therkonally that this thesis is just wrong, but

it is a interesting case for discussion.

* % %

Naturally the reflexions presented above, haventatiwe and preliminary meaning. The
Project could be formulated in different ways fallag different methodological and
pragmatic assumptions. | am however convincedttf@Ministry of Regional Development
could consider the validity of this proposals notyoin the Polish, but also in the European
context. We should recognize that the Europeanesgaaot only a space of structures but

also a space of flows.

V. The Project Polonia Quo Vadis as an instrument to introduce new dimensions
in to the theoretical and institutional framework
of the concept of ,territorial development of thecountry”

(koncepcja przestrzennego zagospodarowania kraju).
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The Polish term ,,zagospodarowanie przestrzenrebdhly in French a precise equivalent
,,L’aménagement du territoire”. There is no equéwalin English, which could be used in this
paper. In this context | would like to propose then ,,territorial development” being close to

the linguistic conventions of OECH

* % %

The Polish government acting via the Ministry ofgiR@al Development is preparing a
long term strategic document. The concept of tavat development of the country in the
perspective of 2033 We have long and good traditions in the prepamatif the documents
of this type. We are naturally much weaker in thetitutional implementation of these
documents in contrast to such countries as Gernietherlands or Sweden. The Ministry of
Regional Development has just published a set w6l8me$? being a collection of expert
studies analyzing different dimensions of the terial development of Poland in the
perspective of 2033. The professional quality adsth expert studies is very high and the
amount of the prospective information related téidPaterritory is just immense in its scope
and the level of precession in time and space.

| would like however to formulate two questions kearelated to the content of the expert
studies:

1) the expert studies are accepting a silent assomghat the territorial development is
somehow autonomous in relation to the general dycswf the development of the Polish
Economy, Polish Society, and Polish Culture. Ireotlords the questioRolonia Quo Vadis

is totally outside the scope of attention of thpesk studies .

2) The expert studies are not fully recognizing tore question in all studies related to the
future of Polish territory. This core questionhe tidentification and analysis of the system of
processes which are transforming the Polish teyritdust to start the discussion | would like

to mention six processes seen in the matrix oftioptiput relations.

20 compare OECD, Territorial Reviuse Poland, OECDisP2008
21 compare Ekspercki Projekt Koncepciji Przestrzenrgagnspodarowania Kraju 2033, Warszawa Grudzie
2008
22 K. Saganowski, M. Fiedorowicz, Buber,Ekspertyzy do koncepcji przestrzennego ZagospodaiaviKraju
2008-2033;Tomy I, Il, 1ll, Warszawa 2008, Ministerstwo RozwdRregionalnego

11
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The processes shaping the transformation of territgal development of Poland

Input

Output

Uniformization

Diversification

Metropolization

Polarization

Integration

Globalization

Uniformization

Diversification

Metropolization

Polarization

Integration

Globalization

The process of uniformization

| think that in the philosophy of the European Unige can discover a preference for the
processes of uniformization. This is not only tloévity of DG Regio, but also the activities
of other DG, which are trying to ,,impose” sometgats of uniformity across countries and
regions in Europe.

This process of uniformization is highly visible time processes of the transformation of
territorial development of Poland. | am not expmgsany value judgment in this field. It is
only an observation related to the deep roots efiristitutional philosophy of the European
Union. Poland as a member of the European Unioexisiecessitate rean object of the

application of this philosophy.

The process of diversification
The Polish territory is a fragment of the globaérse open to the forces of the global

market. The Polish persons enterprises and instisitare active or passive actors of the
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global scene. The success and failure of the Pgiatticipants of the global scene is
expressed in the processes of diversification @fblish territory.

In a great simplification we can formulate a dileenthe power of uniformization of the
European Union versus the power of diversificabbthe global market.

The process of metropolization

Metropolization is probably the most important @es shaping the transformation of the
territorial development of Poland. The power ofstiprocesses was not recognized in full
scale in the expert studies. The processes of pwlization is an integrated phenomenon of
spontaneous and guided change. In the past twesdysythe polines of metropolitan
development were very weak in Poland. This is d#ofanegative attitude to metropolitan

development, should be reversed in the future.

The process of polarization
The classical formulation of F. Perroux is stillligd’ the territorial development of
Poland can be seen as a scene of the dynamicdtibersof growth poles and growth centers.
The power of polarization must be recognized in debate about the future of territorial
development of Poland.

The process of integration

The process of integration has two dimensions:
Primo — integration inside Poland. Process of the foionaand development of the system of
Polish Regions
Secundo- the integration inside the European Union, thecgss of the formation and
development of the system of European Regions

This two dimensional processes of integration isngwortant element in the historical and
prospective interpretation of the territorial denmhent of Poland.

The process of globalization
The XXI century will answer the dramatic questidrihie territory of Poland will be an
element of double core or an element of doublepperiy.
In the optimistic scenario in the next twenty ye&tsland will join the European core. In

this scenarios Europe will be an element of a nielvaj core of the XXI century.

23 compare A. Kukiiski (eds)Growth Poles and growth centers in regional plampifihe Hague 1972
13
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In the pessimistic scenario the territory of Polamidl remain as an element of the
European periphery. In this scenario Europe wilebeslement of a new global periphery. In
the evaluation of the territorial future of Polamd face the grand dilemma.

The territory of Poland as a double core versus témgtory of Poland as a double

periphery.

* % %

The ProjecPolonia Quo Vadiss creating a new innovative framework for theotteical
and institutional concept of the territorial dey@itoent of Poland. In this new framework the
following elements could be motioned:

1) The global location the territory of Poland, theide core versus the double periphery

2) The general dynamics of the Polish Society verswes dutonomy of the territorial
development of Poland

3) The concept of territorial development as an irdgégn of the spontaneous and guided
change. This distinction is very important in thealeation of the power of public
policies, shaping the territorial development ofsind

4) The concept of territorial development as an iraégn of two dimension the creation of

the system of Polish Regions, the creation of yiséesn of European Regions.

* % %

We have a long and good tradition in the prepamatibacademic and institutional
documents related to the territorial developmenPoland. This tradition is both a resource
and a barrier in our strategic thinking about thaufe of the Polish space. In the
comprehensive list of Expert Studies sponsorechbyMinistry of Regional Development, a
new methodological volume should be added. We m@eédéep reflexion about cognitive and
pragmatic assumption incorporated into the Expardi§s and public debates related to the
territorial development of Poland. Maybe we will &ele to discover a new paradigm in this
field?
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Conclusion

This is a first part of the Project ,,The roleRilonia Quo Vadisn the development of the
Regio Futures Programme”. In this first part we éhadiscussed four methodological
assumptions:

l. the art and ability to formulate holistic questions

Il. the time framework of the project

Il. Poland as a system of Regions

V. The Project oPolonia Quo Vadisis an inducement to brooder the methodology of

Expert Studies, related to the concept of thetteral development of Poland.

The Polonia Quo VadisProject should be seen as an innovative inspiratiwnthe

development of the Regio Future Programme. | hbpethe text presented in this paper will

be recognized not as an conventional but as amaamsial and brainstorming contribution.
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Antoni Kuklinski

The role of ThePolonia Quo Vadis Project in the development of the
Regio Future Programme.

Part Two.

The role of ThePolonia Quo Vadis? Project The endogenic and egsogenic dimension.

The relative significance of the endogenic and ggeix dimensions is different in a
different countriesCeteris paribussmaller countries have a smaller autonomy andreme
exposed to the impact of the egzogenic dimenslmam the bigger countries which have an
economic and political potential more tangible ba global scene. Poland is a medium size
country, which has a significant autonomus potémigee the questiodholonia Quo Vadis?

as an important endogenic question.

The endogenic dimension ofPolonia Quo Vadis?®* will be outlined in the following
thematic sequence:

A. The dynamics of the Polish society

B. The historical identity of Poland

C. The prospective identity of Poland

A. The dynamics of the Polish society
The questionQuo Vadis?is emerging only in dynamic future oriented sdet The
stagnant historically oriented societies are simmy interested in the questi@uo Vadis?
The Polish case is extremely complicated. The Rdiisciety isde factoa dual socief¥y,
where a development gap is separating two socjedi@snnovation prone and innovation
averse sociefy. Maybe this observation is expressed in a languetieh is too strong. In a
mild formulation we can say, that there are tworapphes and two modes of thinking in the

Polish society, an approach expressing the attitue performance of an innovation prone

24 compare P. Jakubowska, A. Kuldki, P.Zuber (eds)The Regio Futures in the perspective of global gean
part one and two, The Ministry of Regional Devel@wt) Warsaw 2008-2009

25 compare A. Kukiiski, What will Polish EU Membership Mean for EU and Earrope at largdin:] H. Bunz,

A. Kuklinski (eds)Globalization experiences and Prospedttarsaw, Rewasz 2007

26 Compare A.R.Posénnovation Prone and innovation averse societ@@&swth and Change, Volume 30, 1999
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society and an approach expressing the attitudepanidrmance of on innovation averse
society.

The dramatic question is emerging when the Poligtiesy will achieve the international
status of an permanently ,,innovation prone fulmiented society”. This will be a great
break through in the history of Polish Civilizatiand at the same time a grand translocation
of Poland from the domain of the European peripliety the domain of European center.

This is the main challenge for Poland in the tweadkes 2010-2030. This dramatic
guestion could get a comprehensive answer in a evghnized set of sociological studies,
taking as a point of departure the contributiorppred by the Team of Strategic Advisers of
The Prime Ministry of Poland Key chances and dangers. The perspective of the yea
2030%,

B. The Polonia Quo Vadis? question and the historical identity of Poland®

In the formulation of the grand questiBolonia Quo Vadis?a significant role should be a
allocated to the historical identity of Poland. Tiheage of the past is an important starting
point for the image of the future. The image of plast, should be developed as a resource for
the future and not as a barrier for the future.

In the grand debat@olonia Quo Vadisthere are two images:
Primo — the image of Polish Lithuanian Commonwealth of theXV and XVI centuries.
The image of Poland as an European power. The imiadggiellonian Poland was the golden
age in the history of our country. It was a verccassful model of an open European
civilization integrating different nationalitieseligions and cultures. The experience of
Jagiellonian Poland is a valid chapter in the nystd European Federalism. The resurrection
of Jegiellonian Poland was a great—utopian dreardoakf Pitsudski. It is not astonishing
that at the end of the XX century the dream of elagiian Poland has emerged again in the
minds of Polish politicians and scholars. It isssting to note that eminent personalities of
Polish emigration and especially Zbigniew Brzski and Jerzy Gedroyc are in different

ways contributing to the revival of this dream.

%" compare Zesp6t Doradcéw Strategicznych PremieraMRwania dla Polski — Perspektywa 20368am of
Strategic Advisers of The Prime Ministry of Polafitie perspective of the year 2080%arsaw October 22 2008,
this document will be subsequently quotecCasllenges for Poland

28 Challenges for Polandp. cit.

29 Compare N.Daviegurope,Oxford University Press, 1996
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On the 18 of June 2000, Zbigniew Brzezki was promoted as doctor honoris causa of the
Jagiellonian University. In the acceptance speeclz.oBrzezihski we find the following
suggestioft:
"The memory of the past leads us to the seconduion: wise and credible Poland should
be a supporter of a simultaneous extension of NAR® the European Union. | repeat—
simultaneous because only the simultaneous extersfidNATO and EU will supply for
Poland the necessary security. Even more it witlate conditions for the europeization of
Russia. Such a process in an obvious way is reptiegethe vital interests of Europe in toto
and especially the interest of our closest neighparho are related to Poland by special
historical and emotional links.
This is a dignified mission of Free Poland, of Ws#and, of Jagiellonian Poland"
Jagiellonian Poland is a very important elementhefglorious dimension of our national
identity. However we have to remember that conteamydPoland is an important member of
the European Union, but contemporary Poland isasndEuropean power, as it was the case of
Jagiellonian Poland. So we need some caution foligwhe advice of Zbigniew Brzewmki

Secundo- the second image is the image &folonia Restituta. The image of Independence
three times lost: 1795, 1939 and 1945. The imagé&hef Independence two times regained
1918 and 1989. This is also the tragedy of thrdeslPaprisings November 1831, January
1863 and August 1944. The drama of lost and redaimelependence is very deeply
incorporated in the Polish mind. This drama is Ement of our national identity, but this

drama should be not a temptation to consider tsegmmore important than the future.

C. The prospective identity of Poland
Each society has its own way to see the trajectbeypast, the present, the future. This is
not a linear trajectory of path dependency of tresent in relation to the past and the future
in relation of to the present time.
The decision making systelinc et nunds related not only to the experiences of the past,
but also to the vision of the future. There areuf@toriented countries and societies like

307, Brzezhski, Four Questions adressed to histofygodnik Powszechny, 25 June 2000
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Finland* where the visions of the future are continuoushaping the contemporary
decisions.

There are countries and societies like Poland datadh by history oriented thinking
which is pushing into deep shadow the future oedmeflexion. The history of the Project
Polonia Quo Vadis?s a convincing document in this field. My propbgastart this Project
in 1993, was just lo3t My proposal to start the Project in 2008 is getta small scale
support in the framework of the Regio Futures Paogné®. This is a positive phenomenon,
but we have a long way to go , to changeRlaéonia Quo VadisProject into a large scale
Project able to create future oriented attitude®ahish political, economic, scientific and
cultural elites and in the Polish soci@tytoto.

The identity of Poland should be seen not onlyraglantity emerging from the historical
experiances, but a prospective identity emergiamfthe visions of the future. The identity of
Poland Anno Domini 2030 or 2050 is not an utopiagadh, but an geopolitical necessity to
see Poland in therealities’ of 2050. This is exactly the Mission of the Pj@olonia Quo
Vadis?to develop a strategic sense of direction in thesgmt decision making system. The
Great Crisis of 2008-2010 is creating a new postiiemand for innovative and imaginative
future oriented thinking. The present very difficdecisions facing the crisis should not be
dominated by the fireman mentality. In this coratitthe question how to create the strategic
orientation in governance has the highest urgency:

We would like to quote the four strategic principfermulated by Michat Bofit:

1) ,,the primacy of freedom over subordination
2) the primacy of the future over the present
3) the primacy of aspirations over the claims

4) the primacy of social capital of development owarial capital of survival”

The follow up this line of thinking is presented ByZuber in the paperBuilding the

capacities for strategic governance at the natiomad regional level — the case of Polafrd

31 Compare the rich and comprehensive set of coriibsirelated to Finland as a future oriented irative
country [in:] A. Kuklinski, C. Lushski, K. Pawtowski (edsJowards a new creative and innovative Europe
Nowy Scz 2007

32 A. Kuklinski, Polonia Quo Vadis?Euroreg, Warsaw 1993

%3 see footnote one

3 M. Boni, How to create the strategic orientation in goveroeyjin:] P. Jakubowska, A. Kukiiski, P.Zuber,
footnote one

% p. Zuber,Building the capacity for strategic governarioe] P. Jakubowska, A. Kuldski, P.Zuber op.cit
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In this paper we find the following observation fararly relevant for thePolonia Quo
Vadis?Project:

,Paradoxically, decreasing-when based on currenndsepredictability of directions in
which technological development and changes insti@o-economic situation may tend to,
forces us to think about the future in a more imeismanner-assisted both by scenarios of
development and trends and an image of a desiresibrviof development. In the
contemporary world, the availability of analytichlasis for development at the global,
national and regional level in a long-time perspeet must become a foundation for an
efficient and effective social-economic-spatialagtgy, allowing for taking advantage of

opportunities and diminishing threats inherenthe future”

The triple Quo Vadis Europe — EU — Poland

Polonia Quo VadisProject is an integral element of the Europeaneséefherefore let
us consider the triplQuo Vadis?Europe — EU — Poland. We see a set of substantal a
methodological problems, which could be consid¢oatly for the TripleQuo Vadis?
One — answering the questiQuo Vadis?s to face the challenge of knowledge imagination
and moral courage. Our futurologicatnowledgé of the year 2030 and 2050 is a growing
field. We think however that the expansion of tfidd is too slow both in the EU and in
Poland
Two — imagination is a field created by the evalntof homo sapiensnd by the historical
development of humanity. Nerveless we can trysi more efficiently the existing resources
of imagination and especially the imagination af tireative class to see the future of 2030
and 2056
Three — moral courage to see the future of the @&&0 is a rare phenomenon in the
European Union. The professional competence irfi¢he of futurological studies located in
Brussels is just immense. But this competence dubd deficient of moral courage is not
able to prepare a grand studgurope 2050 in the perspective of global chdnge

* % %

% compare A. Kukiiski, C. Lushski, K. Pawtowski
37 compare R. Boschma, M. FritsaBreative class and regional growth in Eurggia:] P. Jakubowska et alia
(eds),The Futures of European Regiofihie Ministry of Regional Development, Warsaw 2007
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It is necessary to introduce into the debates emiicg the TripleQuo Vadis? the
approaches of P. DreWerelated to:
,,designing the possible futre
,,predicting the probable futute
,,wanting the desirable futuie

In our futurological thinking the interaction opgssiblé, ,,probablé and ,desirablé is
very important. The methodological constructiortte TripleQuo Vadis%should incorporate
also the contribution of Roman Gafaand Pentti Malaska

* ok *

The TripleQuo Vadisis facing three dilemmas:

» development versus decline

» strategic orientation versus populist drift

» geopolitical power versus geopolitical weakness

Europe, EU, Poland are facing the dramatic dilemmalevelopment versus decline

Innovation is the main engine development. Is ggole to start in Europe a new era of
innovative economy, innovative society, innovatg@vernance and innovative culture? Can
we find an Alexandrian Solution in relation to tGerdian Knot of the dramatic deficiency of
innovation in Europe? Is a really effective polinythis field inside or outside the institutional
capacity of the European Unin The same question can be formulated in relatiothe
consequentive Polish Governances which were nettabiliesign and implement a real set of
comprehensive policies promoting the innovationcpese¥ in the Polish economy, polish
society and polish education and sciences. We rdraemthat the dramatic problem of the
development in Europe is a holistic problem whiamrmot be reduced only to the policies
promoting the processes of innovation. Developnm&mtot only a guided phenomenon but
first of all spontaneous phenomenon related to gbeeral dynamics of the society and

economy.

%8 p. Drewe What future for the Nation State or rather whaitiNn State for the Futurfw:] A. Kuklinski,
K. Pawtowski (eds)Futurology — The challenges of the XXI centM§SB-NLU, Nowy Scz 2008
%9 R. Galar Thinking abut regions for the Next Generat[on] P. Jakubowska et aliZhe Future of regions in
the perspective of global changpart one, Warsaw 2008
40 p. Malaska, K. HolstiusModern future approach and the human security etfind A. Kuklinski,
K. Pawtowski,Futurologyop.cit.
“l compare G. Fayl, U. FayThe Broader context of EU Research Pqlfay:] A. Kuklifiski, K. Pawtowski (eds)
Futurologyop.cit
42 A, Kuklinski, The dilemma innovation versus imitatigim:] A. Kuklinski, C. Lushski, K. Pawtowski (eds)
op.cit
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The TripleQuo Vadisshould outline the main problems of developmeriunope, in the
EU and in Poland.

* % %

In the TripleQuo Vadis?we will face the drama of the demographic decimé&urope
and in Poland. The economic, social, political antlural consequences of this demographic
decliné® are sometimes beyond the power of our knowledgeimuagination. The map of
Europe of 2050 will show a new phenomenon in Euaopeistory, the phenomenon of dying
regions and localities. This is a very hard probfenthe tripleQuo Vadis?

* %
Strategic orientation versus populistic drift

Why the crucial questioQuo Vadisds not firmly formulated in Europe, in the EU amd i
Poland. This question can be permanently formulatedpragmatic and cognitive climate of
long term strategic reflexion related to the glohaure of Europe. This strategic orientation
of the European mind is totally overwhelmed by plagulistic driff* of the surrender of the
European governance in relation to the populissguees generated by the short sighted
public opinion. In this climate the European gowarce is postponing the formulation and
implementation of strategic decisions which might gainfull for the society in short term
perspective and beneficial in long term perspective

The accumulation of not formulated and not impletedrstrategic decisions is changing
itself into a set of Gordian Knots, which cannotsodved inside the conventional institutional
systen?®. The growing Gordian Knots are waiting for the whedge and the moral and
political courage of Alexandrian Solutions. In tlientext we can suggest to consider four
concepts related to the Tripuo Vadisebate:

» strategic orientation

* populist drift

» Gordian Knots

+ Alexandrian Solutions

43 compare S. Kréhnert, N. van Ost, R. Klingh@zutchland 2020 — The demographische ZukUnft d&oN
Berlin Institut for Weltbevolkerung und globale Bmtklung, Berlin 2004

* The term drift is used in an another context i @hallenges for Poland op.cit.

5 compare A. Kukiiski, Gordian Knots and Alexandrian Solutions. The pectipe of the XXI centurjin:]
P. Jakubowska et alia, op.cit. see footnote one
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* % %

The Triple Quo Vadis? The dilemma geopolitical power versus geopoliticaleakness of

Europe, European Union and Poland.

Europe:

The general innovative dynamics of the Europeaiegoand economy, will determinate
the geopolitical power or weakness of Europe cariing with the changing global scene of
the XXI century. A strong Europe will be an impartaelement of the new global center, a
weak Europe will be reduced to the status of a giewal periphery.

In the first decade of the XXI century, we obseaveery deep crisis of the European
civilization having four pronounced features:

1) the lost capacity of innovation

2) the lost will to life

3) the lost will to power

4) the lost spiritual identity

This crisis was analyzed in a paper which is a dwazkground for the present stﬁ?iy

The European Union
The European Union was established in 1957 by thaty of Rome, 2057 will be a year
of the centenary of the European Union. There asee®arios for the EU in the years 2007-
2057:
» the developmental scenario
» the survival scenario

» the bankruptcy scenario

The developmental scenario
This is a scenario of a new dynamic chapter irohysbf EU*’. The substantial element of
this chapter is the general dynamics of the so@atieconomy inside the Union.
The institutional element of this chapter in thensformation of the present EU into a

quasi federatiof® creating a well structured ego of the EU as ingnurpartner of the new

6 compare A. Kukiiski, The future of Europe. A modest contribution to fBeropean Debatelin:]
A. Kuklinski, K. PawlowskiFuturologyop.cit.
47 compare A. Kukiiski, C. Lushski, K. PawtowskiTowardsop.cit.
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global order of the XXI century. The federal EUthis scenario will be not a copy of the
USA. But this new federal EU will have a strongtingional identity, incorporated in to the

capacities of economic, political and military gidbdecision making processes. The
European Union in the scenario will have the poweedesign and implemented strategic
decisions related to the internal and externalréutf the Union. This is the scenario of a
strong EU.

The survival scenario
The survival scenario is the continuation of thespntstatus quo The EU is an
institution able to performance the fundamentakfioms defined by the legal structures and
the experiences of the past. This Union is howesteategically paralyzed accumulating
consequentive Gordian Knots and not able to fing Akexandrian Solutions to cut this

Knots. This is the scenario of a weak EU.

The bankruptcy scenario
This isprima faciea scenario of impossible. It is necessary howeveonsider a highly
pessimistic scenario driven by the negative consecgs of the great crisis of the years 2008-
2010. This crisis in its worst shape can revive pwitical, economit® and spiritual
nationalisms in Europe. The strong revival of theagonalisms may lead to the bankruptcy
of the EU. These highly non probable scenario shdne seen as a warning light to those

members of the European political elites, who uselessly the nationalistic arguments.

Poland
Poland is not a powerful, but an important memberthe European Unicfl The
performance of Poland is able to make the Europmaman stronger or weaker. The
bankruptcy of the EU would be a national disasterAoland pushing Poland again into the

grey zone between Germany and Russia.

“8 F Kinsky, The federalist methodology for Europe and the Wi A.Kukli aski, B.Skuza (edsfEurope in
the perspective of global chang®arsaw 2003

49 compare The return of economic nationalisiihe Economist, 7-13 February 2009, Recessiomiiging
fresh threats in Europe single market. The gerniersd of The Economist is very pessimistic, but Eeenomist
is not using the term bankruptcy of the EuropeaiotlnThis ,,impossibility” is formulated by AntoKiuklinski
0 compare W.M. OrlowskiThe Puzzles of Convergence: Europe’s economic riisto 20" century [in:]
A. Kuklinski, K. Pawlowski (eds),Futurology, op.cit. also K. Ryhiski, Meaningless Europelin:]
P. Jakubowska et alia (ed&)e Future of European Regioop.cit.
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The Polish political elites of all ideological denimations should support the image and
reality of a strong EU. From this point of view tHeficiency of the present political system,
to formulate an integrated support for strong El igreat historical mistake which | hope
will be corrected in the near future.

In the next years we should also regain the mardlplitical courage to discus in Poland
the prospective vision of federal EU. We have ttertbat the concept of physical sovereignty
as defined in 1648 is replaced by the concept nfork sovereignty defined in the great legal
framework the EU.

Maybe one of the most important manifestation dishasovereignty of the XXI century

is the participation in the processes of Europesnisitbn making of the EU.

* % %

The Triple Quo Vadis? a synthetic view.
The provide a synthetic view of the Triglrio Vadisdet us consider the pattern proposed
in table 1:
The Triple Quo Vadis? A synthetic view

Input Output perspective
perspective Strong Strong EU | Strong Weak Weak EU | Weak
Europe Poland Europe Poland

Strong
Europ

Strong EU

Strong
Poland

Weak
Europe

Weak EU

Weak
Poland

The most important trajectory is the optimistigacdory of Strong Europe — Strong EU —
Strong Poland versus the pessimistic trajectoryteik Europe — Weak EU — Weak Poland.
These two trajectories are suggesting a common ndieabor in the TripleQuo Vadis?
experiences and prospects. These two trajectoresassuming that the development of
Europe, of EU and Poland is strongly integrated tadl those three entities are not able to

move in opposite directions. This is however npbat of view generally accepted. We can
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find for example Polish politicians who believeathwe can develop a strong Poland inside a
weak European Union and that the pattern of thp® tig possible, probable and desirable.
This is a dangerous illusion which to my mind sldobke outside théolonia Quo Vadis?
Project.

The egzogenic global dimension in thBolonia Quo Vadis? Project.

Poland is a medium size country having a very &chiautonomy is relation to the
transformation of the global scene. TRelonia Quo VadisProject should have a strong
foundation of knowledge and imagination concerritmg global scene as a factor influencing
very strongly the conditions of Polish developmehthe XXI century. We should have in
mind that the formulation of theolonia Quo VadisProject is taking place in the conditions
of the great crisis of the years 2008-2010. TheaG@xisis is an unexpected environment for
the biggest transformation of the global scend&nlast 500 years. This Great Crisis or rather
a set of crisises it is a crucial mega historicardian Knot, created by the multiplayer and
cumulative effects of four processes:

the crisis of the global order

the crisis of globalization

the crisis of neoliberalism

the crisis of the global elites

The crisis of the global order™:

After World War Two the victorious coalition hasated a new global order dominating
the experiences of four decades 1945-1985. Thdagdieal foundations of the order were
derived from liberal democracy, keynesism and frdiThis was a period of the creation of
an innovative and effective systems of internatiooeganizations like UN, OECD,
Washington Institutions and the European Union.

In cumulative and multiplayer effects this systeas lereated the theory and practice of a
guasi global government. In this time the pluralisticdanpen mined ideology of PAX
Americana was a positive phenomenon. In the eiglatiel nineties different forces the monist
the power of the global order. Unfortunately theque opportunity of the collapse of the

Soviet Empire was not used as an inspiration tatera new global order for the XXI century.

®1 compare A.Kukliski, The creation and destruction of the global ordér:] A.Gasior-Niemiec et alia (eds),
The faces of the XXI centuigewasz, Pruszkow 2008
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More than that the irresponsible administratiorGo#V. Bush was consequently diminishing
the power of the already weak global order. Thesethe present situation is so dramatic. The
weak global order is facing a really Great CriSigere is a huge vacuum in the empty place
left by the outgoing hegemonic power. The globatnscis not prepared for the rapid
evaporation of PAX Americana. A lot of hope is ested in the new Presidency of Barack
Obama, as a source of new leadership to built a plewalistic global order of the XXI
century. It is an open question if in the consinrctof the new global order, the Atlantic
Community?, Europe and USA will be able to create a new dlebgity — The Confederation
of Atlantic Community. This Confederation would bepowerful ego able to be a leading
force in the processes of the construction of @ global order. In this optimistic scenario
the new global order of the XXI century will incamate same elements of continuity and
same impact of the value system of Western Cittibiza

In the pessimistic scenario of the Atlantic disyrthie core of the global order will be
shifted to Asia and the Western Civilization wilange itself into a new global Titanic of the
XXI century.

The crisis of globalization

The Great Crisis 2008-2010 is a great crisis obalization. The dream that the processes
of globalization will create a flat world is tramsied in to a painful illusion. The world is not
flat®, it is deeply differentiated treated by geogragtigtory and culture. The idea of the flat
world was de factoinvented by the transnationals corporations, whaoewine biggest
beneficiaries of the globalization processes. Tdeaithat for all most important economic
activities there is only one global input — outpaitle, where the concept ,,just in time” has
eliminated the concept ,,the costs and risk ohdist” was a false idea.

We have to read once more the fascinating book &fri€dman and wait for a new book
,»The World in not flét

The crisis of neoliberalism
The Great Crisis 2008-2010 is demonstrating inrgt genvincing way that neoliberalism
failed as an ideology and practice organizing ttemagement of the global finances and the
global economy. In the last 20-30 years neolibenalchanged itself into quasireligious

doctrine promoting four deifications:

%2 compare T.G. Astiree World: America, Europe, And The SurprisingufatOf The WesRandom House
New York 2004
53T, FriedmanThe Word is flat. A brief history of the XXI aamt Ferrar Straus, New York 2005
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» the deification of the market

» the deification of the privatization processes

» the deification of the empire of global finances

» the deification of the transnational corporations

Neoliberalism a very strong doctrine firmly supgattby the main stream of social
sciences and by the main stream of the politicdlezonomic establishment. Thatcherism and
Reganomics were no empty words. It is just astamisthat the present debate related to the
dramatic crisis of neoliberalism is so mild. Natlyraneoliberalism must find the full
objective judgment of history. This judgment widlesthe great contribution of neoliberalism
to global development in the years 1985-2005. Tadgment will see also the parcial
destruction of global wealth by the Great Crisi®2®010. To what extend the doctrine and
practice of neoliberalism is responsible for thestuction? This judgment will also evaluate
the role of neoliberalism in the promotion of thprecesses:
Primo — to weaken the rationality of the nation state
Secunde- to weaken the rationality of public enterprises
Tertio— to weaken the nationally of long term thinkinglastrategic planning

The crisis of neoliberalism should be a subjeca aharp and comprehensive debate not
only for cognitive but also for pragmatic reastins
In the public and professional opinion we find g g&parating two theoretical and practical
orientations, the neoliberal orientation and thekegnsian orientation. The results of this
debate are extremely important for the design emglementation of th®olonia Quo Vadis?

Project.

The crisis of the global economic, political and fiancial elites.

In Latin we find two concepts, the concept of ,mud and the concept of ,,homunculus”.
,Homunculus” is a spiritually small human. A amtigoet exclaimed: Homunculi quanti
sunt. It is very sad that at the beginning of the X¥éntury, the ,,homunculi” are so
numerously represented in the global, economigtigall and financial elites. The deficient’s
in charismatic leadership, of professional competeand personal honesty have generated
the low decision making potential of the globatesdi This low potential is the most important

source of the Great Crisis 2008-2010. This low p&tis the biggest barrier in the discovery

* this very critical evaluation of neoliberalismrist forgetting that liberalism is one of the msigmificant and
glorious ideologies in the history of humanity
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of Alexandrian Solutions for the complex of GordiKnots creating the Great Crisis. We
havecontra spem sperarthat the great homo will find a new renaissana diffusion in the

global elites.

The Polonia Quo Vadis Project. Part Two. Tentative conclusions.

The endogenic dimension of ti®lonia Quo Vadisproject is deeply incorporated into
our knowledge, imagination and courage to discomesystem of logically correlated
guestions, which will drive our diagnostic and grestive information and value judgment.
The egzogenic dimension of the project will have faces
Primo — the face of the European Union
Secunde- the face of the new global system of the new Befitury.

The European Union is both an egzogenic and endwodenension for Poland. When the
Polish society and the Polish government is udiegconcept ,,our European Union” then the
EU is an engodenic dimension for Poland. When wepicthe attitude ,,Poland versus the
EU”, then the EU dimension is an egsogenic diman&wo Poland. So in the relation Poland
— EU, the shifting endo and egsogenic domairdaréactorelated to our perception of EU as
an internal or an external phenomenon. The gloinad¢dsion is a firmly egzogenic dimension
for Poland, but this is also a dynamic egsogeretgted to the comparative dynamics of the
global and Polish scene. Poland is a relativelyllstieect actor of the global scene. But
indirectly Poland as an active member of the Eumapgnion can participate significantly in

the global scene and in the creation of the newadlorder of the XXI century.

* % %

| hope that this paper has a brainstorming capa&sign if same value judgment included in

this paper are recognized as false.
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Antoni Kuklinski

The role of ThePolonia Quo Vadis Project in the development of the

Regio Future Programme. Part three. The feasibilitystudy®”.

The Polonia Quo Vadis Project is feasible capable of being done and deaitith

successfully.

A.
There are four dimensions of this feasibility:
» the theoretical dimensions
» the methodological dimensions
» the facktography dimensions

+ the institutional dimensions

The theoretical dimensions

In the broadly defined of social sciences we cad fmportant contributions related to
theory defined as the art fhgestellungthe art to formulating a logically correlated ®ysat
of question addressed to the empirical materialst s quote once more the crucial
observation of Gunnar Myrd4i

»Theory' in this context means nothing more thatogically correlated system of
guestions addressed to the material. It is in tature of this conception of theory-which will
be further developed in the Prologue-that the autifa theory should not fear, but expect as
a perfectly normal consequence of fresh researtlat further insights into various
components of the complex of social interrelatigpstabout which he has tried to inform
himself will invalidate his theory, perhaps in faamgdental respects”

In order to formulate the proper system of questiar need three elements:
1) ,the material'—in other words—the diagnosticowktedge and the prospective
,,knowledge”
2) a theoretical framework illuminating the seleetiprocess leading towards the proper

guestions

%5 compare the Feasibly study of the Regio Futureg@mme [in:] P. Jakubowska, A. Kuldki, P.Zuber (red)
The Future of European Regiomdinistry of Regional Development, Warsaw 2007, 485-487
*6 G. Myrdal,Asian Drama: An Inquiry into the Poverty of Natignslume 1, Penguin Books 1968 p. Xl
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3) the willingness to reformulate the theory follog/the results of empirical analysis

| would like to suggest to apply this test of imzagion and intellectual capacity—to the
system of questions emerging from the rich contérihe Projectin this framework we can
also formulate a broader methodological questionw-tm grasp the interaction on the axis
theoretical reflection versus empirical analysis.

In the next pages of this feasibility study we vaiimulate a first tentative list of logically
correlated questions emerging in the frameworkhefRrojectPolonia Quo Vadishis will
be a bridgehead list just as an entrance in tdeira incognitaof Polonia Quo Vadis7This
bridgehead list will be revised and expanded inrtagt stages of the Project. The question
Quo Vadis?s ex definitionea dynamic question. In this context | would likepgropose the
integrated theory of the dynamic socfétgs the theoretical backbone of telonia Quo
Vadis?Project. We define the dynamic society as a soe@bnomic, cultural and political
phenomenon. So the theory of the dynamic societlyemerge in the broad of the social
scenes including sociology, economics and politiseiences. The Projed®olonia Quo
Vadis? will be an inspiration for the Polish social saes to try to formulate a new
comprehensive theory of the dynamic society. Aaeve formulation of this theory will
create a background for the advanced lists of &lyicorrelated questions relatedRolonia
Quo Vadis?This theoretical reflexion on the dynamic societyl have an empirical and
prospective continuous counterpart in studies anegehe questions of the bridgehead list.
So the ProjecPolonia Quo Vadis®ill create a Myrdalian world of expanding interiacis
linking the theoretical reflexion, the empiricaldmledge and the prospective ,,knowledge” of
the future. This Myrdalian world will include twagcinating problems:

» primo The dynamics of the Polish society. The experisraral prospects of the years

1990-2050
« secundo- The Polish Gordian Knofsand Alexandrian Solutions — the experiences

and prospects of the years 1990-2050

The methodological dimensions
The conceptual and methodological apparatus ofRbgio Future Programme is fully

applicable in thePolonia Quo Vadis®Project®. We would like to mention the conceptual

5" compare p. 412 in the volume A. Kuigki, K. Pawtowski (eds)Europe — the strategic choicasowy Sicz
2005

%8 compare A.Kukliski, Gordian Knots and Alexandrian Solutions. The pectipe of the XXI centurfn:]

P. Jakubowska, A. Kuldski, P.Zuber,The Future of Regions in the Perspective of glebainge Part one and
two, The Ministry of Regional Development, Warsa®dg-2009
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sequence and the methodological sequence. In theeptual sequence we propose to
consider two trajectories:
Primo — the trajectory:

Old system of long duration

Resources of the future

Old and new paths of growth

Turning points

New system of long duration
Secunde- the trajectory:

Old system of long duration

Barriers for development

Gordian Knots

Alexandrian Solutions

New system of long duration

In the methodological sequence we propose to cendite interaction of diagnoses,

visions, scenarios and strategies. The concephdailtilze methodological sequences have a
clear and comprehensive presentation in the folunves of the Redefo Series published by
the Ministry of Regional Development in the yea@®?2-20009.

The factographical dimension

The Myrdalian world is constructed around the iatgion of the theoretical reflexion and
the factographical material. Th@olonia Quo Vadis?Project will be designed and
implemented around this interaction. In this cagehave two types of theoretical reflexion
and two types of factographical materials. The rewdoretical reflexion and the real
factographical materials are related to the diagmahapter of the Project 1990-2010. The
hypothetical theoretical reflexiBhand the hypothetical factographical material atated to
the prospective chapter of the Project 2010-208802050.

In this context we can propose the constructiofived Data Banks for the Projeeblonia
Quo Vadis?A diagnostic data bank for the years 1990-2010thagrospective data bank for
the years 2010-2050. The Diagnostic Data Bankragty related to the proposal addressed

% The conceptual and methodological aparts of thgideutures Programme is well presented in the four
volumes of the Regional Development Forum publigimethe Ministry of Regional Development in the sea
2007-2009

%0 compare A. Kukliski, K. Pawtowski (eds.Jruturology — the challenges of the XXI centiNpwy Sicz 2008
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Central Statistical Office of Poland to preparerang study ,,The statistical mirror of the
Polish transformation in the years 1990-2010". Tentral Statistical Office of Poland is
representing a strong and comprehensive theoredimélpragmatic capacity to prepare the
,,Mirror” taking into account the existing resouscef statistical information. However the
first bridgehead version of the proposed Mirror iddobe followed by next advanced
comprehensive versions, which would create newsstal materials able to answer the
holistic question emerging in the theoretical refbe of ProjectPolonia Quo Vadis?The
prospective Data Bank for the years 2010-2020-28B%-2050 is a much complicated
intellectual and pragmatic venture. This would Breamic data bank absorbing continuously
the factographical ,,knowledge” related to the pemsive chapters dPolonia Quo Vadis?
seen in the European and global contexts. The NMgrdavorld of Polonia Quo VadisWould

operate as a system of theoretical reflexion aotbfmaphical material in the following cycle:

The set of
logically
correlated
guestions (a
network of
researc Project
Diagnostic Data Prospective Data
Bank Bank

v

New set of questions
and reason project

We should recognize that the Proj@dionia Quo Vadis™ust cross the threshold of the
minimum scale and duration of the Project to chahgeProject into an activity creating valid
theoretical and pragmatic results opening a trajgcof a continuus stream of reflexions

related to the grand problelfolonia Quo Vadis?
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The institutional dimensions

The institutional channel is very important in theeation of the real feasibility of the
Polonia Quo VadisProject. We can indicate five institutions whicte aelevant in this
context.

The first institution in the Ministry of Regional eébelopment as a sponsor of the
multidimensional activities in the field of longrie strategic relfexion and activities. In this
framework we can mention the Regio Futures Programimch is supplying a direct support
for thePolonia Quo VadisProject. We expect that this Project will be abgdrinto the main
stream of future oriented activities of the Minystif Regional Development.

The second institution is the Regional Self Governtrin Poland. This Self Government
has accumulated valuable experiences in the prégaraf strategic studies related to the
developmental of the respective regions. The Progra Regio Futures and the Project
Polonia Quo Vadisare creating for the Regional Self Governmentwa st of opportunities
to develop the strategic mind and the self progrargroapacities of the given region. In the
last two years Regional Self Government has creatdy a limited support for the Regio
Future Programme and for tleolonia Quo Vadis?Project. We have however valuable
demonstrations of initial cooperation of the Krakamd Wroctaw Regions. We hope that the
April Conference organized by the Ministry of Regi Development will create a turning
point and open a stage for the very strong suppottte Regional Self Government for the
Regio Future Programme and for thelonia Quo VadisProject.

The third institution is the Brussels complex of&ean Communities. The Commission,
the European Parliament, the Committee of Regifesare presenting now in Brussels a set
of four volumes of the Regional Development Forumblizshed by The Ministry of Regional
Development in the years 2007-2009. These volumeatlining a comprehensive set of
theoretical reflexions and empirical materials premg the substance and methodology of
the Regio Future Programme and of #elonia Quo Vadis?Project. We hope that the
Programme and the Project will create a demonsiraffect for the European Countries and
Regions to expand their activities in the field refio-history, regio-diagnosis and regio
future.

In this context we should notice that Poland wélve the honor to lead the presidency of
the European Union in the 2011. In the philosophythis Presidency a strong strategic
orientation should be expressed. Poland should @erthe preparation by the European
Union of a grand studfuropa Quo VadisThe first initial step of this direction will be
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created in the conference organized in Kkmya near Wroctaw in November 2009. We
should also notice the Krakow Conference if Jun@82@romoting the idea d&uropa Quo
Vadis?Poland should remember to ancient Miedice cura te ipsumn other words Poland
should use the precious time of the years 2002840 to prepare a grand studglonia Quo
Vadis?to create a demonstration effect for other Europsauntries in the field of long term
strategic reflexion.

The fourth institution important for the diffusiaf the Polonia Quo VadisProject is the
OECD. The four volumes of the Redefo Series aregmied now in the OECD environment
in Paris. Maybe the sequenelonia Quo Vadis? Europa Quo Vadmfl induce OECD and
the World Bank to promote a set of long term sgiatstudies Mundu®uo Vadis?

The fifth Institution is the World Bank. The WorlBevelopment Report Reshaping
Economic Geograpliyis a very great inspiration for the Regio FutuPesgramme and for
the Polonia Quo VadisProject. | would like to repeat the suggestiodradsed to the World

Bank and OECD to sponsor an innovative set ofeggratstudies — MunduQuo Vadis?

B.
The feasibility study is a demonstration that we able now to formulate a bridgehead
system of questions to start the process of imptéatien of theQuo Vadis?Project. Let us
consider the following list of question and probtem
l. The Myrdalian approach in the construction of thePolonia Quo Vadis? Project
Il. The logically correlated system of questions — a dgmic interpretation
II. The Diagnostic Data Bank and the Prospective Dat®8ank as factographical
foundations of the Project

V. The dynamics of the Polish Society as a theoreticaémpirical and prospects
backbone of the Project

V. Poland as a system of regions. The nodal realiti@®d visions in thePolonia Quo
Vadis? Project

VI. The Polonia Quo Vadis? Project and the new doctrine of the territorial
development of Poland

VIl.  Poland as a system of Gordian Knot and Alexandriarsolutions. The experiences
and prospects of the years 1990-2050

VIIl.  Polonia Quo Vadis? in the diagnostic framework of the years 1990-2010

®2 The World Bank, Word Development Report 20R8shaping Economic Geography, Washington D.C. 2009
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IX. Polonia Quo Vadis? in the prospective framework of the years 2010-203

X. Polonia Quo Vadis? in the framework of invented future of the years P30-2050

XI. Polonia Quo Vadis? as a challenge for social sciences

Xll.  Polonia Quo Vadis? as an input into the strategic mind of the Polishpolitical
system

XIll.  Polonia Quo Vadis? and the development of the future oriented Polish&iety

XIV. Polonia Quo Vadis?- Europa Quo Vadis? a challenge for the European Union
XV.  Polonia Quo Vadis?- Mundus Quo Vadis? a challenge for OECD and World Bank

This list of fifteen Questions- Problems is not jet a logically correlated systefm
guestions in the spirit of Gunnar Myrdal. | hopeweweer that this list has a bridgehead
potential to enter the terra incognita Rblonia Quo VadisThe feasibility study including
this bridge head list of questions can be now mreskto the potential members of the team
of academic and pragmatic personalities, who migét interested in the design and
implementation of the ProjePwolonia Quo Vadis?

The potential Authors of the contributions to tRelonia Quo Vadis®Project will be
invited to express a general value judgment relaigte feasibility study. As a conclusion of
this value judgment we expect the declaration dfinginess to answer one of the fifteen
guestions in the present or reformulated form esging the substantial and methodological
approach of the potential author. The FragestelDebate will lead to the creation of the
Project team sharing responsibility for the desagid implementation of the Project. In this
Fragestellung Debate a new expanded and reformulesteof questions will emerge. The
Fragestellung Debate and the first five contribugiof the implementation of the Project will
create to take off effect in the promotion of tRiject. If this take off will be successful,
then The Ministry of Regional Development can eage a big push in the design and
implementation of thé&olonia Quo VadisProject. | hope that the take off of the Projett w
take place in the April Conference organized by Mieistry of Regional Development: the
future of the Polish Regions. | hope that the sssa# this take off stage will convince the
Ministry to organize a big push for the developmehthe Project in autumn 2009 hope
too, that in 2010 the Project will change itself ito a larger scale activity leading to the
preparation in 2010 of the grand study. Polonia Quo Vadis? as a philosophical
framework of the Polish EU Presidency 2011.

* % %
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In the conclusion of this paper let me say: ,,Thd?olonia Quo Vadis? Project is
feasible, capable of being done and dealt with suessfully.”
Antoni Kuklinski
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Polonia Quo Vadis? Project. Part three — feasibility study.
Post Scriptum. The mental map of the Project.

In the feasibility study we have outlined bridgethd® questions to open the Myrdalian
World of the Project and the debate leading taw@roved list of question. We propose a
new perspective in the analysis of the list of liidgehead questionssai generismental map

of the Projec?.

The mental map of the Project

Central Questions

41312
Theory and Empirical and
methodology prospective
J | substance and
1 ) g materials
2 3
11 8
7 9
10
A A
Y A\ 4

Regions and spaces

561415

In this mental map we are defining four groups wéstions:

%2 Compare A. Kukiiski, Polonia Quo Vadis? Knowledge, imagination, respbitisj [in:] P. Jakubowska et
alia (eds)The Future of Regions in the Perspective of glabahge The Ministry of Regional Development,

Warsaw 2009
PROJEKT WSPOLFINANSOWANY ZE SRODKOW :- *'
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A. Central Questions
B. Theory and methodology
C. Empirical and perspective substance and materials

D. Regions and spaces

A. Central Questions

(4) The dynamics of the Polish Society as a themmkempirical and prospects backbone of
the Project

(13) Polonia Quo Vadisand the development of the future oriented Polstiey

(12) Polonia Quo Vadisas an input into the strategic mind of the Pqfislitical system

These three questions are shaping the theoresioalal and political backbone of the
Project. We can analyze these three questionifrdimework of 3 dilemmas:
Primo — the dynamic versus static stagnant Polish Spciet
Secunde- the history oriented versus future oriented PdBsciety
Tertio — the tactical versus the strategic mind of thisRdPolitical system

These three questions, problems and dilemmas dieldato mobilize not only the
theoretical illumination of the Polish social saes, but also a field to demonstrate our
courage to challenge the conventional wisdom anlitigad correctness. This set of 3
guestions is creating the main brainstorming fiéfldhe Project as a battlefield of concepts,
interpretations, visions and ideological approachéss is the battlefield of adaptation of the
traditional Polish mind to the challenges of thegara of the XXI century.

B. Theory and methodology

1) The Myrdalian approach in the construction @Polonia Quo VadisProject

2) The logically correlated system of questionsdymamic interpretation

11) Polonia Quo Vadis?2s a challenge for social sciences

7) Poland as a system of Gordian Knot and Alexamdfolutions. The experiences and

prospects of the years 1990-2050

The theory and methodology of thHeolonia Quo Vadis?Project is a fascinating,

intellectual venture.
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We are convinced that the Myrdalian Triangle wéldn efficient methodological

instrument in the development of the Project.

Factographical

materials

A
v

| hope that the Proje&tolonia Quo VadisWill be absorbed by the main stream of polish
social sciences. This main stream is dominated modispersed relatively narrow questions.
The challenge dPolonia Quo VadisMight induce the Polish social sciences to comagnt
attention on holistic questions including the emin®le ofPolonia Quo VadisProject. In
the set of four theoretical and methodological ¢jaas, we have included the controversial
problem of Gordian Knots and Alexandrian SolutfSnsty limited knowledge of thepera
omniaan of the personality of Gunnar Myrdal would supple hypothesis that the concept
of Gordian Knots and Alexandrian Solutions couldobesented in a quasi neomyrdalian

framework.

C. Empirical and perspective substance and materials

3) The Diagnostic Data Bank and the Prospective Baink as factographical foundations of
the Project

8) Polonia Quo Vadisth the diagnostic framework of the years 1990-2010

9) Polonia Quo Vadist the prospective framework of the years 20106203

10) Polonia Quo Vadist the framework of invented future of the yea@®8@-2050

%3 compare K.RyHiski et alia Gordian Knots of the 2Icentury The Ministry of Regional Development,
Warsaw 2008
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The construction of thBolonia Quo VadisProject is not only a matter of ,,grand design”
incorporated in the questions of the A and B grodp® Project must incorporated a ,,grand
factory” of building materials, related to the fagtaphical documentation of the experiences
and prospects of Poland in the years 1990-2050.

This is not a ,,blind” documentation but an ,,ilimated” documentation which is
incorporated into the substance and methodologthefPolonia Quo VadisProject. The
questions problems 8, 9 and 10 are first of alstaiitial problems trying to grasp the essence
of Polish holistic experience in of the years 12830. Each period of twenty years 1990-
2010, 2010-2030, 2030-2050 has a different subatamtd methodological identity.

Substantial identity, the diagnostic face of Polaih@é face of Poland in the near future
and the face of Poland in the more distant futlihee methodological identity is related to the
difference in the power of our wisdom and imagioatto grasp the ,,diagnostic” reality and

the ,,reality” of the near future and the ,,redlifthe distant future.

D. Regions and spaces

5) Poland as a system of regions. The nodal ieslind visions in thBolonia Quo Vadis?
Project

6) The Polonia Quo VadisProject and the new doctrine of the territorial elepment of
Poland

14) Polonia Quo Vadis?- Europa Quo VadiaZhallenge for the European Union

15) Polonia Quo Vadis?- Mundus Quo Vadesehallenge for OECD and World Bank

This set of four Questions Problems has a strongdation of 4 common denominators:
Primo — the perspective of spaces and regions in thisHPstale, in the European scale and in
the global scale
Secundo— the theoretical perspective of the system ofioreg as an instrument of
interpretation of the Polish and European Scene
Tertio — the territorial perspective in the long termatdgic thinking, developed in the
Territorial Reviews of OECP} and in the national systems of territorial devetepf®

(przestrzenne zagospodarowanie kraju)

%4 compare OECDTerritorial Reviews Poland?aris 2008
%5 compareEkspercki Projekt Koncepciji Przestrzennego Zagoamwania Kraju, Expert Project of the
concept of the territorial development of PolaMinistry of Regional Development, Warsaw 2008
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Quarto — in the global perspective of the World Bank prdged in the World Development
Report 2009, Reshaping Economic Geography

* % %

Conclusion. The Mental Map and theModus Operandi of the Polonia Quo Vadis? Project
The Mental Map is opening a debate related to théridgehead questions Bblonia
Quo Vadis™We are asking the critical reader of this papedsign his own mental map of

the Project. In this debate three problems oMieus Operandwill emerge”

*  What?

* How?

* Who?

The first problem ,,what?” has a very clear answée holistic object of the Project is
Poland, a grand and dramatic formulation.

The second problem is ,,how?”. How to answer thed@mental questioRolonia Quo
Vadis?This is the theoretical and methodological framdwai the Programme

The third problem is ,,who?”. This question carabhswered in two ways.
Primo — Project in a small scale will be designed anplé@mented by a small group of 10-15
academic personalities. This is only a chaptehefRegio Futures Programme.
Secundo- the Project is a large scale venture designddraplemented by a consortium of
10-15 eminent academic and pragmatic institutesimastitutions. This grand Project would
be a visible element of the Polish academic andigall scene an contribution to the Polish,
European and global art of governance. It is diffito envisage how broad and intensive will

be the process @uo Vadiszhinking on the Polish, European and global scene.

* % %

The contribution ,,The role of tHeolonia Quo VadisProject in the development of the
Regio Futures Programme” is not an exercise imthef perfection. We will find numerous
theoretical and pragmatic weakness in this cortiobul think however, that the formulation
of the Grand QuestioRolonia Quo Vadis?s trying to open a new trajectory in the great
debate how to expand the capacities of the Pdirakegic mind facing the enigma of the XXI
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century®. This century will create one of the greatestgfarmation of the global scene in
human history. Only the dynamic societies will suevsuccessfully on this scene. Poland has
no choice, it must transform itself in an dynamitufe oriented society. Theolonia Quo
Vadis?Project is dedicated as a modest contributionBaalesign and implementation of this
Grand MissiofY'.

® Facing the enigma of the XXI century please caersitvo very eminent American Contributions.
S.P. HuntingtonThe clash of Civilization and the Remarking of Wadrder,Simmon and Schuster, N.Y. 1996,
T. Friedman;The Word is flat. A brief history of the XXI centuferrar Straus, New York 2005.

Anno Domini 2009 we can see that the opus of StiHgton is a better anticipation of the XXI centuhan the
opus of F.Friedman. Maybe we should see in thigectrthe new volume of N.N. TaleGhe Black Swain
Penguin Book, London 2007. Please see the volundakbowska et alia, op.cit. part one p. 49, theepaf
R. Galar

®"In the discussions and studies related to theajlabd European futures we should see the Dynaiaitgte
animated by the activities of the splendid inteioval team growing under the auspices of the Pdlististry of
Regional Development

Regio Futures

Polonia Quo
Vadis?

Triple
Mezzoaiornc
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